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Critical Mass: King Kong

In this, part 1 of a brand-new series that | just thought up like 4 minutes ago, I'll bring you small snippets of my favorite
reviews from new movies. Once | get done writing my own reviews, there's nothing | love more than reading the opinions
of my favorite critics. And today's a good day to start this column because KING KONG comes out today. And | loved it.
A lot. And, yay, so did most of my favorite critics."And then it just keeps getting more almost unbearably exciting -- | can't
remember the last time | actually gasped or moaned out loud at sometime | was seeing on a movie screen, or actually
slapped my hands to my face half in awe at what | was seeing and half resisting the urge to cover my eyes so | wouldn't
have to see any more... but Kong made me feel like a little kid again, astonished at the transporting power of The
Movies." -- MaryAnn Johnason, The Flick Filosopher"King Kong is gloriously uninhibited, fearlessly silly and willing to
express itself through grandiloquent statements and breathless pronouncements. At three full hours, | wanted three full
hours more. | hadn't felt as exhilaratingly free and goofy in a film since | was an eight-year-old watching RAIDERS OF
THE LOST ARK through my fingers. They don't really make movies like this anymore; | don't know if they ever did." --
Walter Chaw, Film Freak Central"The movie is, almost by definition, too much - too long, too big, too stuffed with
characters and over-the-top set pieces - but it is animated by an impish, generous grace. Three hours in the dark with a
giant, angry ape should leave you feeling battered and exhausted, but KING KONG is as memorable for its sweetness
as for its sensationalism.” -- A.O. Scott, The New York Times"The result is a surprisingly involving and rather beautiful
movie -- one that will appeal strongly to the primary action audience, and also cross over to people who have no plans to
see KING KONG but will change their minds the more they hear. | think the film even has a message, and it isn't that
beauty killed the beast. It's that we feel threatened by beauty, especially when it overwhelms us, and we pay a terrible
price when we try to deny its essential nature and turn it into a product, or a target. This is one of the year's best films."
-- Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-TImes
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